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[abstract]
The pelagic cod fishery in Japan began in 1898, and in 1906 “Japan Fishing Co. (Nippon
Gyogyo kwaisha)” was established to specialize in a cod fishery. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Commerce provided enthusiastic support and guidance to the business
of Japan Fishing Co. by providing various kinds of encouragement based on the “Law
for Encouraging Pelagic Fishery” and by lending a ship belonging to the Ministry
immediately after its establishment. The Ministry played a particularly important role
in encouraging Japan Fishing Co. to export cod, since the domestic market of the new
product, “American open cod”’, was small at that time. With the encouragement of the

Ministry, Japan Fishing Co. succeeded in developing sales channels mainly in China
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from around 1910, and from 1914, with the support of the "Special Fishery
Encouragement Grant", the company tried to export to North and South America. As a
result of these efforts, the performance of Japan Fishing Co. expanded rapidly through
exports to the United States, that had been cut off from European cod exports during
the First World War.
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