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As we consider the recent promotion the blue economy, and the new concept of #F¥
in Japan which, arguably, focuses mainly on the economic revitalization of fishing
villages and communities, what can we learn, if anything, from similar initiatives around
the world in terms of sustainable coastal communities? Despite cultural differences,
there can be similarities in institutional parameters, governance set-ups, and top-down
vs. bottom-up strategies from which we can learn.

The European Union set up the Farnet (a fisheries area network) to administer funds

for Community-Led Local Development under the European Maritime and Fisheries
Fund (EMFF). Through FARNET, Fisheries Local Action Groups (FLAGs), managing
authorities, citizens and experts from across the EU worked together on the sustainable
development of fisheries and coastal areas.
It was known that the fisheries sector has undergone major structural and social changes,
involving increasing rationalization and concentration of fishing activity, having
significant implications for fisheries dependent areas. The challenges, though several
decades ahead of Japan, included the halving of fishing employment, resulting in fewer
people able to pass on skills and knowledge, and the disruption of social networks and
intergenerational continuity. There was growing difficulty in recruiting crew and there
was a need to restore confidence and pride within the sector. The consensus was EU
fisheries policy failed communities socially.

The FLAG approach had the ability to support local fisheries development and to
emphasize small-scale fisheries interests in combination with community interests.
However, some experiences reveal a diminished scope for including small-scale fisheries’
and coastal communities’ interests on a structural basis. In some cases, it has been
shown that a path-dependent trajectory of marginalization and disempowerment of local
fisheries interests hampered the potentials of endogenous development. Thus, as 3£
activities move forward, how to ensure the sociocultural aspects of community are
supported to strengthen fishing communities resilience?
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