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Status and Future Challenges of Pacific Saury and Chub Mackerel Resources
Management at the NPFC

Aleksandr Zavolokin

(North Pacific Fisheries Commission)

The North Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC) is one of the newer RFMOs in the
world established in July 2015 to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable
use of the fisheries resources in the Convention Area while protecting the marine
ecosystems of the North Pacific Ocean in which these resources occur. During the past
two years of operations, the Commission has adopted eight legally binding conservation
and management measures (CMM) which are now in force to sustainably use the
fisheries resources in the Convention Area and protect their ecosystems. Four of the
conservation and management measures are general for all fisheries, and they address
vessel registration in the Convention Area, IUU fishing, vessels with no nationality and
transshipment as part of the future monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) system
to implement sustainable management measures. The rest of the CMMs has a specific
focus aimed at particular species/group of species including Pacific saury and Chub

mackerel.

Due to the newness of the Commission and the challenges of implementing scientific
assessments by the NPFC Scientific Committee (SC), CMMs for Pacific saury and Chub
mackerel are based on the ‘precautionary’ approach, and international principle of when
sufficient data are not available, take precautionary management measures to protect
the fisheries resources and ecosystems. These measures encourage NPFC Members to
refrain from rapid expansion of the number of fishing vessels in the Convention Area
until the stock assessment has been conducted. In April 2017, SC completed Pacific
saury stock assessment which shall be presented to the Commission to develop a new,
science-based CMM for Pacific saury. Analysis towards Chub mackerel stock

assessment is underway.

NPFC is still at the very early phase of its development and faces a countless number of
challenges. At this stage, many of them are related to data and monitoring, control and
surveillance. The Commission needs to develop common standards for the collection of
data for the science and compliance areas of work; set up a database management

system to store, validate, and share data and fulfill Members’ requests; establish
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information security regulations to secure Members’ data. Although several CMMs were
adopted aiming at identifying Members’ authorized vessels and control of these vessels
in the Convention Area, to make them effective, further MCS tools are needed to ensure

compliance with the CMMs.

From the long-term perspective, Pacific saury and Chub mackerel are highly fluctuating
species. Their abundance is very variable thus challenging stock assessment scientists
and fisheries managers. This emphasizes the importance of reconciliation of short- and
long-term objectives for all stakeholders including managers, science, fishers, and

society which is further challenge for the Commission.

Since its initial establishment, only two years ago, NPFC has made significant progress,
and its Members have demonstrated a strong commitment to conservation and
management of fisheries resources in the North Pacific a factor that gives us reason to

think that all challenges will be successfully overcome.



